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Media business ‘an

By KraLma DuBosg

MAEAHA — Maore than 100
of the arca’s businessmen and
educators recently turned out
for the grand opening of Maka-
ha Studios LLC, eager to see just
how this for-profic spm—nﬂ'o]'dm
well-known Produc-
thon program at Walanae High
School could benefit the com-
mnity.

What they saw in the media
production company apparently
pleased them. Makaha Studios,
which settled into 1200 square
feet of office space at the old
Carmet building earlier this year,
picdpc\.l to donate a percentage
of its profits to the soon-to-be-
established Searider Productions
Foundation, which will be ded-
feated 1o making the highest
quality of media education avail-
able to all Lccw:n'dCoasl youth.

“We've been taking clients
since about January,” explained
business director Ric Gresia.
“But we painted the office and
officially opened it for the com-
munity and some of our sup-
porters to come in and take
tours. It gave us the opportuni-
ty to explain our mission and
goals and introduce some of the
things we've been working on.”

An instructor in the Searider
program for several years, Gre-
sia says that opening Makaha
Studios was a logical and strate-
ghe step that will ultimately help
future Waianae High graduates
who worked in the school's pro-
duction program, as well as
other students along the Lee-
ward Coast.

The SP Foundation is cur-
rently being formed by Makaha
Studios, Gresia explained, and
will benefit media educators
who are not with the Depart-
ment of Education. One of the
foundations goals is also to
establish a fund that will help
staff Leeward Coast schools
with educators who have spe-
cific knowledge in the media.

L. Candy Suiso, program
director for Searider Produc-
tions, admits she is excited about
what prospects the company
will offer youth in the future.

“What we are finding now is
that students are graduating

the next step for our Searider
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For the time being, however,
the group is focusing on creating
a strong client base while man-
aging multiple projects — and
they appear to be doing a good
job so far.

Recently, the group helped
create a promotional DVD on
University of Hawaii quarter-
back Colt Brennen and his can-
didacy for the Heisman Tmphy
“The group also produced a
second GameStop con m:nL
which is slated to run in the next
few weeks. And the company
worked with TV personality
Emme Tomimbang to produce
“Mabuhay with Aloha DvD
that celebrates 100 years of the
Hawaii-Filipino experience.

To date, wever, the studic’s

biggest account has been in pro-
ducing 26 episodes of a show
called “Building Blocks for Tots™
The 30-minute segments —
which were written by a Hawaii
couple who now lives in Cali-
fornia — are designed to help

“an incubator” for students who  new parents learn how to care

for thedr children.



